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1.3 x 1018 bytes Information Tech. U.S. Internet Backbone Traffic (2002)  

 Odlyzko Paper: Internet traffic  ..19 Fred Thomas, Technologist - Ogden, Utah  USA 

“Internet traffic continues to grow vigorously, approximately doubling each year, as it has done every year 
since 1997.” There have been several myths as to the rate of Internet traffic doubling every 90 to 100 days, 
and these are just those myths except for a short period during 1995 and 1996 when this was true. It is 
estimated that traffic on Internet backbones in the U.S. during the year 2002 was somewhere between 0.96 
and 1.68 exabytes (1018). About half this amount is traffic to websites, 21% for file sharing, with only about 
1.5% consisting of email. Prior to the Internet the growth in data traffic annually was about 30% per year.  
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